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SUBJECT: ENERGY: MONTREAL PIPELINE 

1. FOR PAST SEVERAL WEEKS THERE HAVE BEEN SPORADIC PRESS 
STORIES TO EFFECT THAT SOUTHERN ONTARIO FARMERS AND OTHER 
LAND-OWNERS WOULD OPPOSE CONSTRUCTION OF THE SARNIA-MONTREAL 
PIPELINE. 

2. CANADIAN PRESS OF FEBRUARY 7 GIVES PROMINENCE TO REPORTED 
WARNING BY FEDERAL MANPOWER MINISTER ANDRAS THAT IN FACE OF 
SUCH OPPOSITION AND POTENTIALLY LENGTHY LEGAL BATTLES, GOC MAY 
HAVE TO ABANDON PROPOSED ROUTE IN FAVOR OF NORTHERN ROUTE, 
RESULTING IN DELAY OF COMPLETION DATE BY TWO YEARS AND AT 
COST OF ADDITIONAL $100 MILLION. 

3. PRESS ALSO REPORTS THAT THREE ONTARIO CABINET MINISTERS 
(TREASURY, AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES) HAVE COME OUT 
STRONGLY AGAINST THE SARNIA-MONTREAL ROUTE, WITH PROVINCIAL 
AGRICULTURE MINISTER CLAIMING SOUTHERN ROUTE WOULD 
CONDEMN 10,000 ACRES OF FARMLAND TO 20- YEAR CROP 
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BE AFFECTED AND WITHOUT HARM TO FUTURE CROPS, WHILE 
INTERPROVINCIAL PIPELINE CO. (IPC) OFFICIALS USE A 
FIGURE OF 1,300 ACRES). 

4. FEBRUARY 7 OTTAWA JOURNAL REPORTS THAT THOUSANDS OF 
LANDOWNERS WILL NOT LIKELY KNOW EXACT ROUTE OF PIPELINE 
UNTIL SEVERAL MONTHS AFTER IPC SUBMITS ITS FORMAL PIPE- 
LINE APPLICATION TO NATIONAL ENERGY BOARD (NEB) IN 
MARCH. THE MARCH APPLICATION NEED ONLY CONTAIN GENERAL 
ROUTE PLAN TO ALLOW NEB TO COMMENCE CONSIDERATION OF 
THE PROJECT. SUBMISSION OF DETAILED ROUTE. HOWEVER, IS 
NECESSARY PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF ACTUAL CONSTRUCTION. 
JOURNAL STORY SUGGESTS, THEREFORE, THAT NEB MAY HAVE TO 
EITHER DELAY ENTIRE HEARING PROCESS OR SCHEDULE SECOND 
ROUND OF PUBLIC HEARINGS, A PROCESS THAT COULD CONSIDER- 
ABLY DELAY THE PROJECT BEYOND GOC EXPECTATIONS. 

5. LOU COMMENT: EMBOFF HAS HEARD GENERALLY KNOWLEDGE- 
ABLE OBSERVERS SUGGEST THAT WHAT APPEARS TO BE RISING 
ONTARIO OPPOSITION TO THE PIPELINE CAUSES NO REPEAT 

NO GRIEF TO IPC WHICH HAS NEVER BEEN KEEN ON THIS 
PROJECT WHICH THE GOC HAS IMPOSED ON THE COMPANY. 

JOHNSON 
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